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 Tom Giffard (TG)  MS for South Wales West  
 Mabon ap Gwynfor (MAG)  MS for Dwyfor Merionydd  
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 Beth Pailey (BP) PASC UK 

 Neil Harris (NH) English UK Wales 

 Emma Thornton (ET) Chief Executive, Visit Pembrokeshire 
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Apologies:  

Name: Title:  

 Jane Dodds MS for Mid and West Wales 

 Rhun ap Iorweth MS for Ynys Mon 

 Delyth Jewell  MS for South Wales East 

 Ken Skates  MS for Clwyd South  

 

Summary of Meeting:  

Welcome and Introductions: 

 

• SR welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced SD as the new 
Chair of the Wales Tourism Alliance (WTA). 

• SD thanked everyone for attending and stated the value of the CPG, and 
the open and frank relationship that needs to be had with the Welsh 
Government. SD stated the WTA will be here as a voice for the Tourism 
Industry and is a unified voice across businesses and parties. In addition, 
SD re-iterated that the Industry has been hit by Covid-19 and there are 
significant gaps to deliver the tourism strategy that works. 

• SR welcomed comments of the CPG being an informal and relaxed CPG, 
working together to promote issues in the Tourism Sector. 

Welsh Government Consultation: Local taxes for second homes and self-
catering accommodation – Presentation and Discussion: 

 

• SR introduced DC who works in Local Government Finance Reform at 
the Welsh Government. She introduced the Welsh Government’s 
consultation on “Local taxes for second homes and self-catering 
accommodation”, and presented a 9 page PowerPoint presentation on 
the issue. 

• DC stressed that second homes and holiday lets are just part of the wider 
system and there’s a limitation on how we can influence the holiday 
market through the local tax system, and re-iterated that since April 
2016, Local Authorities have had discretionary powers to levy premiums 
on second homes by up to 100%, and currently eleven Local Authorities 
were doing this. 

• DC was keen for the Welsh Government’s Consultation to seek views 
from everyone with an interest and have a wide variety of views. 

• AGW welcomed the presentation and stated that at the recent WTA 
meeting the Consultation was discussed. Furthermore, he expressed 
that the WTA were up for negotiation and they would be putting in a 
response to the Consultation. 
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• AGW also stated that a lot of self-caterers are small, micro businesses, 
and it was extremely important that legitimate businesses weren’t 
hampered by the Consultation. 

• In response to the presentation, SD stated that we don’t want to be 
disadvantaged against England, which is already seen with the 70 day 
rule. SD encouraged parity with across the border and called for no 
competitive disadvantage.   

• MI stated that over the years he as worked closely with many self 
catering businesses, and they often struggle in the early years and the 
administration side is demanding. MI asked what consideration is being 
given to this. 

• DC acknowledge that there was a lot more focus on these issues now, 
and reminded Members that this isn’t a pre determined Consultation, 
and the Consultation response will be scrutinised by the Senedd.  

• SR raised HMRC VAT thresholds and how this will feed into the 
Consultation. 

• DC stated that it will be part of the Consultation, but also re-iterated that 
it’s the duty of Valuation Office Agency to ensure thresholds are accurate. 

• VH expressed her view that it’s disappointing that second homes are 
affecting the Tourism Industry, and that the issues need to be 
differentiated. She also stated that there is real concern, especially from 
those in the farming sector that any changes could have negatively 
effect businesses financially. 

• DC stated the point of the Consultation is to gather more information. 
• MAG thanked everyone for the debate so far and stated that there 

currently is no definition of what a second home is, while in Switzerland 
they address this problem by describing what a second home isn’t. In 
addition MAG stated that non domestic rates need to be looked at and 
asked about policing in relation to this. DC outlined that policing is joint 
between Local Authorities and the Valuation Office Agency. 

• BP said there’s currently a lack of clarity due to the lack of formal 
registration of properties and said we need to consider a mandatory 
registration scheme. DC stated that work will be undertaken to look at 
this prospect.  

• SD asked how many empty properties have come back into use 
following council tax premiums and stated that she hasn’t heard about 
any chats being undertaken with local conveyors. 

• DC outlined that current evidence is limited and more does need to be 
done to look at the impact of premiums, and stated that work will take 
place with Local Authorities to gather evidence. 

 

Conclusion and Action Points: 

 

• To conclude and highlight action points, AGW stated we need more 
research and data, encouraged everyone to respond to the consultation, 
the Group should look at addressing statutory registrations and define 
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what constituents a self catering business and the difference between 
these and second homes. 

• SD thanked everyone for coming and encouraged everyone to take part 
in the consultation. 

• SR ended the meeting by thanking everyone for coming, and thanking 
DC for the Welsh Government’s presentation. 

 

 


